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Mexico and seven Central American countries signed a new Tuxtla accord reaffirming their
commitment to regional integration and cooperation on such issues as drug trafficking and
development of their export sectors.
Separately, Guatemala and El Salvador announced steps to form a customs union. However, Costa
Rica's reluctance to actively promote integration was underlined by a dispute concerning the
upcoming visit of Mexico's President-elect Vicente Fox Quesada.
After a one-day summit in Guatemala City, Aug. 25, the Central American leaders and Mexico
signed their fourth Tuxtla declaration. This series of regional summits, held to form a regional block,
began in Tuxtla Gutierrez in the Mexican state of Chiapas in 1991, and was followed by meetings in
Costa Rica in 1996 and El Salvador in 1998 (see SourceMex, 1999-01-16).
Attending Tuxtla IV were presidents Said Musa (Belize), Miguel Angel Rodriguez (Costa Rica),
Alfonso Portillo (Guatemala), Carlos Flores (Honduras), Ernesto Zedillo (Mexico), Arnoldo Aleman
(Nicaragua), Francisco Flores (El Salvador), and Vice President Arturo Vallarino of Panama.
In the final document, the delegates renewed their commitment to forge ahead in economic and
social cooperation, to combat trafficking in drugs, arms, and persons, and to fight organized crime
and money laundering.

Migration abuses are a regional problem
Among the document's 31 points is praise for the Conferencia Regional sobre Migracion (CRM),
which promotes cooperation on improving the human rights conditions of immigrants. Traffic in
undocumented immigrants has become a multimillion-dollar business in the region. President
Portillo said that in Guatemala alone, the traffic has generated US$100 million in recent years.
Figures released by the office of Central American Migratory Affairs showed that in the last five
years, the crackdown on traffickers in immigrants had resulted in the arrest of 3,860 "coyotes."
The summit agreed to establish centers in various regional cities to assist immigrants. While no
breakthroughs were accomplished in the area of regional integration, the conferees noted the
signing of a free-trade agreement in June between Mexico and the Northern Triangle countries of
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador (see NotiCen, 2000-07-13).
The agreement has yet to be ratified by the legislators in the signatory countries. Mexico already has
bilateral free-trade agreements with Costa Rica and Nicaragua. To give continuity to these regional
efforts, the summit adopted a resolution setting up the Programa Mesoamericano de Cooperacion
2001-2002.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 53756
ISSN: 1089-1560

The program, renewable every two years, will pay special attention to fomenting cooperation in
health, education, culture, the environment, tourism, and agriculture, and combatting the effects of
natural disaster.
The summit also agreed to ask President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela to work within the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to stabilize the world price of oil. "The
current high oil prices on the international market have particularly impacted the isthmian
countries, affecting the development of their economies," said Mexican President Zedillo. Mexico is
a net oil exporter.
Other points in the document praised democracy, reiterated the importance of developing
mechanisms for protecting banana and coffee exports, and called for the building of a gas pipeline in
Central America.
Despite these summits and the periodic reaffirmation of the goal of regional integration, progress
has been slow. As far back as Tuxtla II in 1996, the target date for signing a free-trade agreement
was postponed to 2000. Some Central American leaders say the main obstacle is Costa Rica's
unwillingness to commit to integration.
While Costa Rica was eager to sign a bilateral trade pact with Mexico, it has stayed away from
several integrating efforts such as the Parlamento Centroamericano (PARLACEN), the Declaracion
Trinacional signed by Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala in May (see NotiCen, 2000-05-11), and
the 1998 Central American free-transit migration pact (NotiCen, 1999-02-04).

El Salvador, Guatemala agree to customs union
On the eve of the Tuxtla summit, Portillo and Francisco Flores signed a memorandum of
understanding in preparation for a Bilateral Commission to negotiate customs and related
agreements designed to improve bilateral trade. The two presidents signed the memorandum in
July at La Hachadura customs post on the Salvadoran side of the border. A formal customs union is
to go into effect Dec. 31, 2002. Flores said borders were "a bureaucratic thing" blocking cooperation
between the two countries.
The agreement calls for the closure of half of the eight border posts leaving two on each side of the
border. Besides customs, the binational commission will take up a range of political, social, and
economic issues, including the exchange of information on migration and crime. Flores noted that
the infamous kidnapping gang from Guatemala, led by Fernando Palacios Luna, also operated in El
Salvador.
The ceremony at La Hachadura was interrupted by protests from some 200 Guatemalans who
claimed that closing border posts would result in unemployment. But the two presidents said the
unused customs buildings would be converted into shopping centers and that the area would attract
tourism.
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Two presidents object to visit by Vicente Fox
In a related matter, a proposed Central American visit by Mexico's president-elect caused a stir
among regional leaders on the eve of the Tuxtla summit. Fox announced he would visit Costa Rica
Sept. 11 and 12 to hold an unofficial meeting with Central American presidents. But instead of
promoting regional harmony, the visit caused a diplomatic crisis.
Nicaraguan President Aleman said he would not attend because Costa Rica was not part of the
Central American integration movement. He said he would attend if the meeting were shifted
to Guatemala. Guatemalan President Portillo also objected because, as president pro tem of the
Sistema de Integracion de Centroamerica (SICA), the meeting should be held in Guatemala, he
said. "We don't have to go to other countries, especially since this meeting has no relation to the
integration process."
Besides that objection, Portillo said he is going to the UN Sept. 6-8. Costa Rican Foreign Relations
Minister Roberto Rojas said the meeting was not a summit or a state visit, but rather a "meeting of
friends." He declined to comment on the two leaders' statements. Costa Rica President Rodriguez
said he would not respond publicly either. He said he would not answer them through the press
because the "Central American presidents deserve respect...I will communicate personally with
them when I have something to tell them." [Sources: Novedades (Mexico), 08/24/00; Notimex,
08/19/00, 08/23/00, 08/24/00, 08/25/00; Prensa Libre (Guatemala), 08/20/00, 08/24/00, 08/26/00; Prensa
Grafica (El Salvador), 08/29/00]
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